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FLYING MIDSHIPMEN ASSOCIATION YOUTH
AVIATION TRAINING PROGRAM UPDATE

On behalf of the Flying Midshipmen Association, Roy Mantz (7-48) presents a check for over $1,000 to RAdm. Mac
McL aughlin, USN (Ret.), CEO and President of the USS Midway Museum. The contribution paid for the purchase
and supply of training materialsto be used by students and instructorsin this summer’s Flying Midshipmen Youth
Aviation Training Program. Thetwo-week Private Pilot ground school cour sewill be conducted aboard Midway from
July 15to July 27 for young aviation enthusiasts 15 years and older.
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‘ COMBAT AV/MIDN CANDIDATES ’

We are pleased to report that through much effort and many inputs from our Members, the Committee has identified fourteen (14)
Combat AvMidn Candidates, and the Study is in the progress of collecting supporting documentation. As we al know, the time
period in question is some fifty-seven (57) years ago, and the availability of supporting documents has varied greatly. Some of the
Candidates were able to locate their old records and provided copies of the pertinent material. Others have not been that fortunate,
and very limited supporting data has been received. The known Candidates needing additional supporting documentation have
been identified on the List below. The “ Probable Candidate” List, shown later in this report, pretty much contains all information
currently known about these individuals. The Committee plans to include the Probable Candidate information in the final Report.
For FMA Members who knew these aviators or other Probable Candidates, your assistance in especially needed.

To assist in the collection of pertinent material, it is requested that all Members who may have copies of orders,

records, awards or any other data, that also includes the names of Candidates or Probable Candidates, to search

your old records and forward a copy of any document(s) that may be of interest to the on going research. Also, if

you have any knowledge of any AvMidn’s participation in wartime operations, but do not have any documentsto

support the participation, then please forward a written statement providing as much information that you know

or can remember. Include your association with the individual, i.e. personal friend, same pre-flight class, squad-

ron or ship, and etc. Even if there is some question as to the accuracy of the information, please submit your

CBiffCam}aEe[[
Combat Aviation Midshipmen Candidates Probable Candidates, but No Address Available
Name File Number P/F Class Sqd. Name FileNumber P/F Class Sqd. Winged Date
Burford A. Carlson C505741 15-49 VR-5 # Robert C. Baker Ch05467 1549 VR-5 NA01-22-50
Melvin H. Davidow C505812 5-49 MAAG Saigon Thomas C. Biesterveld C 506698 VF NA 04-25-50
Jerome M. Driscoll C 506860 14-48 VP-46 Tommy L. Burgess C506762 VP-26 K.I.A. asAvMidn
EugeneD. Ellena  C506878 18-48  VP-6 - 1950 NA 06-03-49
) Leonard Czernicki C 506829 14-48 Deceased NA 11-16-49
Cal A. Gray C505244 16-48  VP-47#  Gienn T, Fansworth ~ C 508147 NA 01-20-50
Leo J. Gunther C505563 17-48  VP-6 # Joseph W. Gardiner ~ C506549 VP-46 K.I.A.asAvMidn, 1950
Lyman B. Hitch C508173 18-48 VP-42 Formosa Straits NA 12-16-49
Harold D. Libby =~ C508018 18-48 VP-6 John M. Key C506609 1549 VR-3 NA 10-25-50
Jerome J. Millon C 508416 15-48 VP-28 # Jesse E. McKnight C 506315 14-48 Deceased NA 02-09-50
J. Patrick O’ Neill C508232 17-48 VP-47 Daniel L. Musetti C 507308 17-4 K.l.A. asAvMidn,
Richard C. Pickering C 508240 18-48 VP-6 , NA 08-16-50
Gordon E. Strickland C508268 18-48  VF-54#  NelsenR.Nitz C507308  16-48 K.I.A. aSA,lI/'\Afl Ic()jzn'lo -
Bg‘r’]'ﬂ T\'Nsutgt':ﬁ " g gggggg 11%_188 \\/,E,_% 4  WilliamD.Noonan ~ C507341  14-48 NA 04-20-50
' John R. Palmquest C 505655 NA 03-29-50
. . Davis W. Tompkins C 508574 15-49 VR-5 NA 11-17-50
Other Operationswhere AvMidn may have | eonard ). Treichler ~ C507649 1548 VP-6 NA 02-23-50
been involved. Eugene R. Wagner C507680  CdrUSNRet  NA 01-20-50
1. P2V, VP-6, Shot down by USSR 1951, no survivors
2.P2V,........ , Shot down 6 Nov 1950

For all theFMA Members

The Committee’'s goal isto complete the Study over the next 12 months. To be successful will require the participation by each of
you who have or may have information and records about AvMidn who flew in combat/wartime operations. Your efforts in search-
ing and collecting information to document a Candidate’s participation may result in finding the only remaining source of this data,
and is vital to the completeness of this historical Study. Put on your “thinking and memory cap” and dig out the old Navy Filesto
determine whether there are some of your records that may assist in documenting a Candidate’s participation. Thanks for helping to
make this important effort as accurate and complete as feasible.

Contact one of the following Committee M embers for more infromation:

Wealdo Born (13-47) Bill Campbell (9-47) Ed Phillips (#83)

Email: wiborn@consolidated.net Email: avmidn@netscape.com Email: ephill44@aol.com

Mail: 2712 Whippoorwill Drive Mail: 1109 Springdale Road Mail: 22449 Sylvan Street
Charleston, IL 61920-4144 Anderson, SC 29621-4039 Wooaodland Hills, CA 91367-1743

Remember, the goal of the Study isto produce the most complete and accur ate historical document possible of the partici-
pation of AvMidn in Combat Oper ations. If you have any questions, please contact a member of the Committee for clarifica-
tion.
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The“LOST FLIGHT”

UNPAID DUES

Those in this list are REALLY
missing. If you know any of them
and where they are, please contact
them and encourage them to get
back on board and also advise the
FMA of their addresses.

Harry E. Aine

C. Shreve Babcock
Raymond H. Barker
Richard F. Bradberry
Homer L. Burrell, Jr.
Robert J. Ceremsak
Fred P. Clark (LM)
Henry E. Covert
Robert M. Dagg

Alex R. Dunn, Jr. (LM)
William H. Elliott
Charles E. Engel
Richard F. Fassula
Donald H. Howard
Floyd E. Hower, Jr.
Robert C. Jacobson
Ronald L. Johns
Richard L. Johnson
Fred E. Kelley (LM)
Edward P. Kellogg, Jr.
Robert P. LaMontagne
Robert J. McCarty
Russ McJunkin (LM)

Many “Annual” FMA members have not paid dues for along
time. There are 57 of them listed below as “UNPAID DUES’.
They do not receive LOGsor Directory updates- (Weknow where
most of the ‘DUES' guys are, they just haven't paid and won't
answer |etters from the FMA. If you know them, maybe you can
‘shame’ them into paying up.)

DaleE.Barck

Gerry H. Beaulaurier
Richard C. Boyd
Jean S. Clauzel
William L. Cleland
Ralph S. Colby
Vernon L. Crow
Warren J. Cusack
John Charles Duck
Delmar H. Evans
James L. Fletcher
Harrison W. Gill, Jr.
Harry B. Harber
Gene W. Harms

James R. Hummel, Sr

Lindell Hunsley
Homer R. Johnson
Raobert W. Johnson
Huby A. Jones, Jr.
Rabert W. Kennedy
Roger N. Kersch
CharlesP. Lamb, Jr.

Jay Meredith Miller
Raleigh Miller, Jr.
Robert R. Perry (LM)
Ernest E. Rivers
Derald Z. Skalla (LM)
(28 on 5-17-07)

ANNUAL DUES

Annual Duesare $15 per year and run from Jan.
1 through Dec. 31 EVERY YEAR! Following
your name on the address labdl is the year for
which you are current—if you do not have ‘064’
or later year, or LM,— you owedues. LifeMem-
bers (LM’s) pay no dues. WIDOWS are Honor-
ary Life Members; no dues are required. If your
annual dues are not received, you will stop re-
ceiving the LOG and Directory updates.

Check payable to: FMA (Not tax deductible.)
Life Membership is now available to all Aviation
Midshipmen for $35 (Prior to age 70, it was $100)

Donations to the AVIATION MIDSHIPMEN
FOUNDATION (AMF) aretax deductible. Send
in your donations now and help teenagers start
aviation careers!

Alan J. Lewis
Thomas D. Lewis
Harold A. McDonnel
John E. Minardi
LewisE. Morrison
R. P Munger

Oscar J. Proesel
James F. Rodgers
Edward J. Rosatti
Don Rosenquist
Robert J. Sample
Robert L. Schaub
Charles F. Schied

G. H. Shutt

George F. Smith
Gordon H. Smith
David A. Sollinger
Charles E. Spann
Frank E. Specht

H. Carlisle Stafford, Jr.
Charles F. Thill
Thomas H. Thornburg
Ernest R. Thurber
DavisW. Tompkins
Eugene W. Wagner
Edwin S. Wallace
William B. Wallace
Charles E. Waring, Jr.
James B. West, Jr.
Carl Wilgus
ThomasA. Willi
Daniel M. Wilson
Joe Wodjenski
George A.Woodward
John Zvara

(57 on 5-17-07)
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WEB SITES...E-MAIL..MAIL & PHONE

Flying Midshipmen web site:
www.flyingmidshipmen.org
E-mail addresses:
FMA Headquarters — Del Brandenburg:
flyingmidn02@cox.net
Webmaster — Jerry Bell:
actlfla@bellsouth.net
LOG Editor — Bill Busse:
bbussel@mac.com
(E-mail Bill articles for “Once a JOCK ...
photos of yourself for the “Then & Now “
collection...and Reunion snapshots for
future publication in the LOG )
Mail:
FMA Hdqtrs,
P.O. Box 296, Mt.Vernon, VA 22121-0296
Tele: 1-800-964-5955 Local: 703-888-3578
LOG Editor: Bill Busse, 555 Byron St. #308,
Palo Alto, CA 94301-2737

GIFTING by the FMA & AMF
Over the past 23 years, the FLYING MIDSHIPMEN have made the

following monetary contributions:

1982 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 1,000
1986 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 3,000
1986 Navy Memorial, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1989 Navy Museum, WNY, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1989 Navy Exhibit, Smithsonian, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1993 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 1,000
1993 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 1,000
1994 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 300
1994 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1995 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 1,500
1995 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1996 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1996 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1997 Center for Military Readiness 100
1997 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1997 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1998 Center for Military Readiness 1,000
1998 FLY.MID. Sea Cadet Air Wing 500
1998 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 3,500
1998 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1999 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1999 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
2000 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
2000 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
2000 Hampton Roads ANA Golf Outing 100
2001 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outing 100
2002 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outing 100
2002 Patuxent River Museum 500
2002 Naval Avia. Found. — Corp. Associate 500
2003 Century of Flight — Kitty Hawk, NC 500
2005 Naval Aviation Memorial—Vir. Bch. 1,000

Total............ $28,100

FLYING MIDSHIPMEN have also donated hundreds of artifacts, mementoes
and souvenirs to museums for use in displays throughout the United States.

Two outstanding displays dedicated specifically to FLYING MIDSHIPMEN
have been open for viewing in Washington D.C. at the Navy Yard Museum
since 1995.




The Aviation Midshipmen Log

A BIT OF HISTORY

DoucLAas SkYRAIDERA-1H BuNo 135332. THESE ARE
EDITED EXCERPTS FROM A DETAILED REPORT BY ToMm CURRY

Introduction & Summary. ....The highlight of
BuNo 135332’s service was its historic action in
Attack Squadron 145 (VA-145) as lead aircraft on
USS Constellation’'s (CVA-64) Operation Pierce
Arrow strike on North Vietnamese PT boats at Lac
Chao on 5 August 1964 in retaliation for the Gulf of
Tonkin Incident. Thus, BuNo 135332 was a
historically significant participant ininitiating the air
war against North Vietnam. The“Historic Spad” was
piloted by Sam Chatterlin12-45 St. Mary’s#70 Midn

One Day earlier,the evening of 4 August, both
Ticonderoga and Constellation received urgent
requests for help from Turner Joy who believed PT
boats were attacking the DeSoto Patrol ships again.
ThisPT attack was|later proven imaginary but seemed
real to some on-scene at the time. These actions
became known as the Gulf of Tonkin Incident.
President Johnson’s order to strike targets on the
North Vietnamese mainland in retaliation, Operation
Pierce Arrow, on 5 August enlarged the battle from
the sea, where we had been providing South Vietnam
in-country air support, onto the territory of North
Vietnam.

Hong Kong. While the Gulf of Tonkin Incidents
were taking place, A-1H Douglas Skyraider NK507,
BuNo 135332 was safely tied down aboard

Summer 2007 ® Page 26

Constellation anchored by Green Island, Crown
Colony of Hong Kong. The evening of 2 August
saw many VA-145 pilots enjoying themselves at
the Eagle's Nest Bar at the top of the HK Hilton.
About 2100, someone came to the party and
informed the group that all leave and liberty were
cancelled and all hands were to report to the ship.
Fortunately, liberty was granted the next day to
allow the crew to collect their purchases from the
Hong Kong tailors and the China Fleet Club.

Constellation Underway. The ship got
underway about 0800 on 4 August and headed for
the Gulf of Tonkin. That evening, just after the
moviein Wardroom One started, the three attack-
squadron Operations Officers were tapped on the
shoulder one-by-one and told to report to strike
planning. Shortly after that, all the other attack
pilots were pulled out of the movie to report to
their ready rooms. In response to USS Turner
Joy's call for help, pilots were briefed on their
new mission to fly cover for the destroyers for
the night. Meantime, Flight Quarters was called
away and the A-1s were loaded with four 260-1b.
fragmentation bombs on the wings and a flare pod
on the centerline.

BuNo 135332 StrikesLac Chao. The sguadron
Operations Officer, Sam Catterlin, led a flight
of four aircraft ordered to strike the PT boats
located in an estuary at Lac Chao. The Air
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VA 145 Officers aboard the USS Constéellation...1964
Lt. Sam Catterlin isin the back row fouth from left

Intelligence Officer [AlQ] had good aerial photos
of the target and they launched about 1300 in partly
cloudy weather. Sam led the flight, flying A-1H
NK507 / BuNo 135332, with wingman Gary Hopps,
section leader Jim Hardie, and his wingman Dick
Sather. They launched from Constellation with four
LAU-3[19x 2.75" folding-fin aircraft rockets] pods
each, plus full ammunition for their four 20-mm
cannons.

As soon as they had a little altitude, they could
see smoke from the burning fuel depot at Vinh which
had been hit two hours earlier by aircraft from
Ticonderoga. As Sam’s flight approached the coast
near Lac Chao, a thundercloud was between the
target and the Spad division. Jim Hardie reported
that they circled to the north and as they cleared the
clouds near Lac Chao, they spotted two larger
gunboats about a half-mile from the coast and north
of Lac Chao. The boatswerefiring at the flight as
they approached. Sam led the flight to attack from
northwest to southeast, pulling up out to sea. As
they rolled in, the pilots saw three other boats to
their north partly hidden by offshore rocks. Those
boats were firing at the Spad flight too. The pilots
attacked in single file but reported that they
remained at fairly close intervals. Sam, Gary, and
Dick were on their last rocket run from northwest
to southeast when Jim saw an explosion in the air
and the fireball crash into the sea. It was Dick

Sather, the first Navy combat |oss of the air campaign. Jim fired
another LAU-3A pod as Sam and Gary were clearingtosea. Jim
then reversed and went back to attack the boats again and saw
both smoking and one dead in the water. He fired his two
remaining rocket pods on the moving boat and cleared to sea and
Sam reported that Jim’s rockets put the second boat out of action.
Sam and Gary checked Jim’'s aircraft visually and saw only one
hole in the area of the port wing root.

Current Status of BuNo 135332. This Skyraider has been at
NASM’s Garber facility for 24 years and still sports the USAF
Sandy camouflage shewore during her last years of service. Navy
veterans have interacted with NASM over the last three years to
advance the cause that the most significant, documented historic
action of thisaircraft is her 5 August 1964 Pierce Arrow mission
with the Navy and to urge her refurbishment and display
accordingly.

Responses have fairly consistently stated that the decision on
presentation of the aircraft will not be made until the new
restoration building of Phase Il at Udvar-Hazy Center near Dulles
is completed in 2009 or later and that the decision will consider
“all relevant facts related to the rich history of this particular
artifact....” Thus, asof May 2007, thereis no indication on how
the Smithsonian will finally display our historic Navy aircraft,
BuNo 135332.

(ABOUT THEAUTHOR. N EARLY 2005, THomAs H. Curry, Captain, USN (RET.),
WAS RECRUITED TO BE THE ‘DUTY SCRIBE’ AND TO SPEAK FOR THE VA-145 PILOTS WHO
FLEW THESE HISTORIC FLIGHTS IN AucusT 1964. He believes the project of getting
BuNo 135332 recognized, restored, and appropriately displayed as a Historic
Navy Aircraft is a cause worthy of great effort. thomasc31@comcast.net)
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